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Suffer little Children to come unto me, and gk. 


them not; for of ſuch is the CN of GOD. 
Luke x. 14. 
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Chamber, and upon her Knees ſhe wept and wien e 


told them their Condition by Nature, and; 5 8 1 


e eee e 44 200000000 


RS. Sarah | Menlo when ſhe was between = 

eight and nine Years old, was carried by her 4 I 

Friends to hear a Sermon, where the Mini-“ 25 
ſter preached upon Mattherv xi. 13. My Yoke is tafys 
and my Burden” 4s light: In the applying of wi, 
Scripture, the-Child was mightily awakenedy; | 
deeply ſenſible of the Condition of her Soil, and; Wo 
Need of CHRIST ; ſhe wept bitterly to think What 2. 
Caſe ſhe was in; and went home, got by-kerfelf into 


T5 y A 
—_—— 


the Log, as well as ſhe could, which might: exlly he” 
perceived by her Eyes and Countenance. De 1 


2. She was not contented at this, but ſhe got 33 ; f 
little Brother and Siſter into a Chamber with ber, and 923 1 


enn, and prayed with Nun 
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ase. 
3. After this the heard another Sermon upon Prov. 
xxix, 1. He that being often reproved, hardeneth his 
mag ſhall ſuddenly be deflroyed, and that without Reme- 
At which ſhe was more affected than before, and 
bas ſo exceeding ſolicitous about her Soul, 
ſpent a great Part of the Night in Weeping and Pray- 
ing, and could {carce take any Reſt Day or Night for 
ſome Time together; defiring with all her Soul to ef- 
cape from everlaſting Flames, and to get an Intereſt in 
the Loxp JesuUs; O what ſhould ſhe do for CHRIST; 
What ſhould ſhe do to be ſaved! 
4. She gave herſelf much to attending upon the 
Word preached, and ſtill continued very tender under 


Toren for 


it, greatly reliſhing what ſhe heard. 


5. She was very much in ſecret Prayer, and was uſ- 
oy very importunate, full of Tears. 
She could ſcarce ſpeak of Sin, or be ſpoke to, but 
her Heart was ready to melt. 
she ſpent much Time in reading the Scripture. 
8. She was exceeding dutiful to her Parents, very 
loath to grieve them in the leaſt; and if ſhe had at any 


Time (which was very rare) offended them, ſhe would 


weep bitterly. 

9. She abhorred Lying, and allowed herſelf in no 
-Kijown, Sin. 

10, When ſhe was at School, ſhe was eminent for 
Hp Diligence, Teachablenols, Meekneſs and Modeſty, 


e little, but when ſhe did ſpeak, it was uſually 


eee 


11. She e in this Courſe of religious Duties 
dot ſome Years together. 


NY Fg 12. When ſhe was about fourteen Vears old, ſhe 
broke a Vein in her Lungs (as is ſuppoſed) and oft did 
5 Blood, yet did a little recover again. 


13. At the begining of January laſt, ſhe was taken 


"very bad again, in which Sickneſs ſhe was in great Dif- 


treſs of Soul. When ſhe was firſt taken, ſhe ſaid, O 
Mother, pray; 7 pray for me, for Satan is ſo buſy that 1 
cannot pray for. myſelf; I ſee I am undone without 
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ier, and a Pardon! O 12 am undone unto all Eiter: i 


: 
£ 
4 
* 


7 "4 pt 2 —— —— 


r aw We Wo: 


LS + wn _ "Au \ Oy 


R a 


bs (9 


i 
F 
3 
* 


2 1 28 
— 3 —— —— Fa. 33 * 


—_— = x n - — . * N 
* < . - cy * 1 8 $54.96 wp : —— 
* 2 * 
- 


14. Her Mother, knowing how ſerious ſhe had been 
formerly, did a little wonder that ſhe ſhould be in ſuch. 
Agonies; and aſked her, what Sin it was that was ſo 
burthenſome to her Spirit? * O Mother, ſaid ſhe, it is 
not any Karten Sin that ſticks fo cloie to my Con- 
{cience, as the Sin of my Nature; without the Blocd 
of 3 T, that will damn me.“ 

. Hgr Mother aſced 3755 what ſhe would pray 
for or her; ſhe arfivered, „ That I way have a ſav- 
ing Knowledge of Sin and Crnez1sT ; and that I may 
have an Aſſurance of Gop's ] ove to my Soul.“ Her 
Mother aſk'd her, Why ſhe ſpoke ſo little to the Mini- 
ſter that came to her? She anſwered, «+ It was her 
Duty with Patience and Silence to learn of him.” 

16. One time, when ſhe fell into a Fit, the cry'@ 
out, © OI am going, I am going: But what ſhall I 
do to be ſaved? Logo JESsus, I will lie at thy Feet; 


and if I perith, it ſhall be at the Fountain of thy" 


Mey 
She was much afraid of Preſamption and drea- 


. Miſtake in the Matters of her Soul, and would 


be often putting up Ejaculations to Gop, to deliver her 


from decciving herſelf, To inſtance in one: Great 


and mig ty God, give me Faith, and true 3 
Loav, that I may not be a foolith Virgin, having 
1 and no Oil.“ 


Her Father bid ber de of good Cheer, becauſe 


6 was going to af better Father: At which the fell 
into a great Agony, and faid, „ But how do I know 


that? lama poor Sinner that wants Af trance: O, for 


Aſſurance! This was ker great, earneſt and conſtant 
Requeſt, to all that came to her, to beg Afturance for 
Va, and, ſhe would look with io much Ba agerneſs 10 
them, as if ſhe deſired nothing in the World fo much 
as chat th ey would pity her, and help her with their 
Prayers. Never was poor Creature more earneſt for 
any thing, than ſhe was for Aſſurance, and the Light 


of Cov's Countenance: O the pitious Moan that | 


n!” a 


ar Lo xp's Day before that in which ſhe died - 
a Kin of hers came to ſee her, and aking of Her, 
A 5 Whether 


oF would make! O the Fgonies that her Soul Fas.” 4 
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47 Whether ſhe knew him? She anſwered, « Vea, I 


8 v 
. 

5 know you, and I deſire you would learn to know b 

#! CakIsT: You are young, but you know not how ſoon ! V 
1 you may die; and O to die without CHRIST, is a fear- ir 


ful Thing: O redeem Time! O Time, Time, preci- | y 
ons Time!“ Being requeſted by him not to ſpend her- y 
ſelf; ſhe ſaid, She would tain do all the Good ſhe could u 
while ſhe lived: Upon which Account, ſhe defired | ir 
that a Sermon might be preach'd at her Funeral, con- . 
cerning the Preciouſneſs of Time. {tl 
20. Some Minifters that came to her, did with Ear- et 
neſtneſs beg, that the Loxp would pleaſe to give her t! 
ſome Token for good, that ſhe might go off triumph- + C 
ing; and Bills of the ſame Nature were ſent to ſeveral | J. 
CR V 
| After ſhe had long waited for an Anſwer of C 
7 Prayers, ſhe ſaid, Well, I arill venture my Soul 
E upon CHRIST. 
. 22. For the Pains and Agonies that ſhe was in, her 
* Patience was next to a Wonder; “ Lorp, LoRd, give 
me Patience, ſaid ſhe, that I may not diſhonour Thee.” 
23. Upon T hurſday, after long Waiting, great Fears, 
and many Prayers, when all her Friends thought ſhe 
had been paſt ſpeaking, to the Aſtoniſhment of her | E: 
Friends, ſhe broke forth thus, with a very audible | th 
Voice, and cheerful Countenance: Lok D, Thou haſt 
romiſed, that whoſoever comes onto Thee, Thou wilt |} ce 
by in no wiſe caſt oat: Lord, I come unto Thee, and ſurely } gi 
Thou wilt in no wiſe caſt me ont. O ſo ſweet! O fo glo- 
* * * . rious is JE sus! I have Thee, ſweet and glorious Jesus; fo 
lle is ſweet, He is ſweet! O the admirable Love of H 
God in ſending Cur1sT; Free Grace. to a * loſt 
Creature! eo 
1 24. Her Soul then ſeem'd raviſh'd with the fave of] dit 
TY . And while ſhe was engaged in magnifying | qu 
Y of Gop, her Father, Brethren, and Siſters, with o-F| Cr 
thers of the Family, were called, to whom ſhe ſpake] lo! 
particularly, as * Strength would give leave. She] no 
=. gave her Bible as a Legacy to one of her Brothers, and] Bu 
Ae eſired him to uſe that well for her Sake; and added, teſ be 
him and the reſt, «© O make uſe of Time to ge 
Calis r for your Souls; ſpend no Time in running up ve! 
and down or in Playing: & get CHRIST for * Van 
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while you are young! Remember now your Creator 
before you come to a Sick-bed ; put not off this great 
Work till then, for then you will find it a heard Work 
indeed: I know, by Experience, the Deyil will tell 
you it is Time enough; and ye are young, what need 
you be in ſuch haſte? You will have Time enough 


when you are old. But remember, the Words of a dy- 
ing Ser, 


| you had but one Taſte of his Sweetneſs, you would ra- 


If you knew how good CusIsT were! If 


ther go to Him a thouſand times than ſtay in this wick- 


o ge 


ed World. 
thouſand Worlds, part with my Intereſt in CAIST: 
O how happy am 1, that J am going to everlaſting 


ee 


I would not for, ten thouſand, and ten 


Joys! I would not go back again for twenty thouſand 


| Worlds; and will you not ſtrive to get an Intereſt in 
CHRIST! 


25. After this, looking upon one of her Father's 
Servants ſhe ſaid; “ What ſhall I do, at the Great Day, 
when Carts ſhall fay to me, Come, thou bl:fſed of m 
Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for thee ? And ſhall 
ſay to the Wicked, Go thou curſed, into the Lake that 
burns. for ever 2 What a Grief is it for me to think, 
that T ſhall ſee any of my Friends, that I knew upon 
Earth, turned into that Lake that burns for ever! O 
that Word, For ever! Remember that, For ever! I 
ſpeak theſe Word to you, but they are nothing, ex- 
cept Gon ſpeak to you too: O pray, that Gop would 
give you Grace !”” And then ſhe prayed, O Lox, 
finiſh thy Work upon their Souls: It will be my Com- 
fort to ſee you in Glory; but it will be your ererlaſting | 


| Happineſs.” 


26. Upon Friday, after ſhe had had ſuch lively Diſ--; 


coveries of God's Love, ſhe was exceeding defirous to | 
die, and cried out, „Come, Lok” JEsUs, come - 
quickly; conduct me to thy Tabernacle,. I am a poor - » i 


Creature without Thee: But, Lokxp Jxsvs, my Soul 
longs to be with Thee: O when ſhall it bel Why not 
now, dear Jesus? Come, Loxp Jesus, come quickly: 
But Why do I ſpeak thus? Thy Time, dear Lox, is the 
beſt : O give me Patience!“ 


27. Upon Saturday, ſhe ſpoke very little, (being 


ng 155 very drowſy) yet no and then ſhe b Grope theſe by 
6c OW 


Saul 


Sign therein of being weary. 


Jzesvs: Come away, Lord Jesvs, come quickly.“ 

28. Upon the LoRp's Day ſhe ſcarce ſpoke any 
thing, but much defired that Bills of Thankſgiving 
might be ſent to thoſe who had formerly been praying 
for her, that they might help her to praiſe God for 
that full Aſſurance that He had given her of his Love; 
and ſeem'd to be ſwallowed up with the Thoughts of 
{:0D's free Love to her Soul. 
ner Spirit into the Logy's Hands; and the laſt Words 
which ſhe was heard to ſpeak were theſe: Lorp help, 
Lord JEsus help, dear Lozp ]esvus, bleſſed JESUS 
And thus upon the Lorp's Day, between Nine and 
Ten of the Clock in the Forenoon, ſhe ſlept ſweetly in 
Jesus, and began an everlaſting Sabbath, Feb. 19, 
W790: 


ee e e e eee ee e Tv 


EA AMP LE ii. 


1. A Lirrrs Child, whoſe Mother had dedicated 


him to the Lord in her Womb: when he 
could not ſpeak plain, would be crying after Goo, and 
was greatly deſirous to be taught good Things. 
2. He could not endure to be put to Led without 


Prayer, but would pat his Parents upon it, with much 


Devotion kneel down, and with great Patience and De- 
light continue till it was at an end, without the leaſt 
And he ſcem'd never ſo 
well pleas'd, as when he was engaged. 

3. He could not be ſatisfed with Family Prayer; 


but he would be oft upon his Knees, by himſelf, in one 
Corner or other. 


4. He was much delighted in hearing the Word of 
Gop either read or preach'd. 
5. He loved to go to School, that he might learn 
ſomething of Gov, and would take great notice of 


What he had read, and come home and ipeak of it-with 
much Affection. He would rejoice in his Book, and 
5 bi . oo 
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ce How long, ſweet Jesus? Finiſh thy Work, ſweet 


She oft commended . 
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_ 


A Torn jor Chilaren. 


ö May to his Mother, 6 O Mother; I had a ſweet Leſ- 
ſon to Day; will you pleaſe to give me Leave to fetch 


s þ 


„my Book, that you may hear it!?“ 
g 3 6. He quickly learned to read the Scripture, and 
8 would, with great Reverence, Tenderneſs and Groans, 
Tr Fread till Tears and Sobs were ready to hinder him. | | 
3 4 7. When he was at ſecret Prayer, he would weep . 
F bitterly. 
d 8. He was wont often to complain of the Wicked- 
S + neſs of his Heart, and ſeemed to be more grieved for 
„ | the Corruption of his Nature, than for actual Sin. 
= | 9. He was much troubled for the Wandring of his 
1 Thoughts in Prayer, and that he could not keep his 
1 | Heart alway s fixed upon Gap, and his Affections con- 
„ ſtantly raiſed. | 
10. He kept a Watch over his Heart, and obſerved 

the Workings of his Soul, and would complain, that 

they were ſo vain and foolih, and ſo little buſied about 


ſpiritual Things. 

11. He was exceeding importunate with Gop in 
Prayer; and weuld plead with Gop at a ſtrange rate; 
and he would beg and expoſtulate, and weep ſo, that 
ſometimes it could not be kept from the Ears of Neigh- 
bours; ſo that one of the next Houſe was forced to cry 
out, The Prayers and Tears of that Child in the 
' next Houſe will fink me to Hell,” becauſe by it he did 
condemn his Neglect of Prayer, and his light Perfor- 
mance of it. 

12. He abhorred Lying with his Soul. 

13. When he had committed any Sin, he was eaſily 
convinced of it, and would get in ſome Corner or ſe- 

cret Place, and with Tears beg Pardon of Gop,. and 
Strength againſt it. 

14. When other Children were playing, he would 
be praying. 

15. A Friend of his aſked him, Whether he were 
willing to die? when he was firſt taken ſick. He an- 
ſwered, No; becauſe he was afraid of his State as to a- 1 
nother World. Why, Child, ſaid the other, thou '2 
didſt pray for a new Heart, for an humble, and a fin- : 
cere Heart, and I have heard thee; didſt thou not Fey 
with thy Heart? I hope I did, ſaid ie. 2k 
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15. Not long after, the ſame Perſon aſked him a- 
gain, Whether he were willing to die? He anſwered, Wres 
« Now 1 am willing, for I ſhall go to CuRIST.“ Paci 

17. He ſtill grew weaker and weaker, but behaved Ferin 
with a great deal of Sweetneſs and Patience, waiting pf a 

for bis Change. At laſt calling upon the Name of the 1 7 
Lokp, and ſaying, « Lorp Jesus, Loxp Jesus!” he Nat 
_ ſweetly ſlept, dying, when he was between £ve and fix Fept 


Years old, for 
Por 
eee \, 
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1. "A RY 4. when ſhe was between four and five Ct 


Years old, was greatly affected in hearing the to! 
Word of Gop, and became very ſollicitous about her to 
Soul, weeping bitterly, to think what would become th 
of her in another World, aſking ſtrange Queſtions con- D 
cerning Gov and CHRIS TH, and her own Soul. So that N 


before ſhe was full five Years old, ſhe minded the one a: 

Thing needful, and choſe the better Part. | 

2. She was wont to be much in ſecret Prayer, and t! 
many Times came off from her Knees with Tears. | 

3. She wou'd chuſe ſuch Times and Places for ſe- 1 

cret Prayer, as might render her leſs obſerved by o- f, 

- - thers; and endeavour'd to conceal what ſhe was doing, t 

when ſhe was engaged therein. C 


4. Her Mother being full of Sorrow after the Death 
of her Huſband, this Child came to her and aſk'd her | « 
Why ſhe wept ſo exceedingly, Her Mother anſwered, ſhe 
had Cauſe enough to weep, becauſe her Father was 
dead: No, dear Mother, ſaid the Child, you have | 
> og to weep ſo much, for Gop is a good Gop | 
1.“ To 

F. She was a dear Lover of faithful Miniſters. One 
Time after ſhe had been hearing of Mr. 1/hitaker, She 
aid, < I love that Man dearly, for the ſweet Words 


* 


that he ſpeaks concerning CHRIST.“ 


— 4 


6. Her Book was her Delight; and many Times 
The was ſo ſtrangely affected in reading of the Serip- 
5 gil „* 
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m a- 7 
ered, t res, that ſhe burſt out into Tears, and would hardly be 
S$acificd; ſo greatly was ſhe taken with Cur15T's Suf. 
aved 1 rings, the Zeal of Gop's Servants, and the Danger 
iting fa natural State. 
the 7. She complain'd often of the Curruption of her 
* he Nature, of the Hardneis of her Heart, that ſhe could 
d fix Fepent no more, and be no more humble and grieved 
for her Sins againſt a good God; and when ſhe thus 
Complain'd it was with abundance of Tears. 
5 8. She was very conſcientious in keeping the Sab- 
bath, ſpending the whole Time either in Reading or 
Array. ing, or learning her Catechiſm, or teaching her 
{Brethren or Siſters. One Time when ſhe was left at 
home upon the Loxkp's Day, ſhe got ſome other little 
fre Children together, with her Brothers and Siſters, and 
the told them,“ That was the Lonp's Day, and they ought 
her to remember that Day to keep it holy.) She then told 
me them, it was to be ſpent in religious Exerciſes all the 
on- Day, except fo much as was taken up in the Works of 
Neceſſity and Mercy: Then ſhe prayed with them, and 
one among other Things begged, that the Loxp would 
give Grace and Wiſdom to them little Children, that 
ind they might know how to ſerve Him. 
| 9. At another Time a near Relation of hers, being 
ſe- in ſome Streights, made ſome Complaint, to whom ſhe 
o- # ſaid, „I have heard Mr. Carter ſay, A Man may go 
Ng, to Heaven without a Penny in his Purſe, but not with- 
out Grace in his Heart.” 
ith | 10. She had an extraordinary Love to the People of 


3 
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ier } Gov; and when ſhe ſaw any that ſhe thought feared * 


he | 15 10 0 her Heart would even leap for Joy. 


as When ſhe was between eleven and twelve Years 
Ve old, ſhe ſickned of the Plague, in which ſhe behaved 
OD with admirable Patience and Sweetneſs, and did what ſhe 

could with Scripture Arguments to ſupport and encou- 
ne rage her Relations to part with her that was going to 
he Glory, and to prepare themſelves to meet her in a ble: 


ds. ſed Eternity. 
12. She was not many Days ſick, before ſhe was 


ES marked; which ſhe firſt ſaw herſelf, and was greatly 
D- rejoyced to think that ſhe was marked out for the Lon pd, 


„ and was now going apace to CHRIST. She called tao 
23 LANES 3 het 
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her Friends, and ſaid,“ J am marked, but be not troubled, 
for I know I am marked for one of the Lonb's own. | 
One aſked her, how ſhe knew that? She infect 
« The Lob hath told me, that I am one of his dear? 
Children.“ And this ſhe ſpoke with a holy Confidence 
in the Lok p's Love, and was not in the leaſt daunted 
at her Death; but ſeemed greatly delighted in the Ap- It { 
2 
3 
al 
4 


1 


Prehenſion of her Nearneſs to her Father's Houſe. 
And it was not long before ſhe was filled with Joy un- 
ſpeakable in believing. | ; 

13. When ſhe lay a dying, her Mother came to her, . 
and told her, ſhe was ſorry that ſhe had reproved and 
correfed fo good a Child fo oft. O Mother, ſaid he 
The, ſpeak not thus; I bleſs Gop now I am dying, for þ Scl 
your Reproofs and Corrections too; for, it may be, I 718 
might have gone to Hell, if it had not been for your x 8"* 
Reproofs and Corrections.“ * / 

14. Some of her Neighbours coming to viſit her, | 
aſked her, if ſhe would leave them? She anſwered, | 
Af you ſerve the Loxp, you ſhall come after me to | wy 
Glory. 

15. A little before ſhe died, ſhe had a great Conflict Pe 
with Satan, and cried out, 1 am none of his.“ Her 
Mother ſee! ing her in Trouble, aſked her what was the 131 
Matter? ſhe anſwered, „Satan did trouble me, but ® 
now, I thank Gon, ati is well. I know, I am none | ” 
of his, but CHRIS T's.“ n 
16. After this, ſhe had a great Senſe of Gop's Love, 
and a glorious Sight, as if ſhe had ſeen the very Hea- b 


vens open, and the Angels come to receive her; by | E 
which her Heart was filled with Joy, and her Tongue " 
with Praiſe. : 


17. Being deſired by the Standers-by to give them a 
particular Account of what ſhe ſaw, ſhe anſwered, g 
% You ſhall know hereatter:” And fo in an Exiaſy of 
Joy and holy Triumph, ſhe Wene” to Gop, when ſhe | 
was about twelve Years old. 
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1. Harries BRIDOCMAN had no ſooner learned to 


Awaited upon him. 


1 he was fit to go to School: 
School, ſo religious were his Words, his Actions ſo up- 


#4 


Foken tor Children, 


iv. 


EXAMPLE 


ſpeak, but he betook himſelf to Prayer. 
2, He was prone to learn the Things of Gop. 
3. He would be often teaching them their Duty that 


4. He learned by Heart many good Things before 
And when he was at 


his Fear of Gop ſo ' 7 


right, his Devotions ſo hearty, 14k 


great, that many were ready to ſay, as they did of Fo, 
What Manner of Ch Hd ſhall this be? 

5. He would be much in reading the holy Scriptures. 

6. He was deſirous of more (viritual Knowledge, 
and would be oft aſking very ſerious Queſtions. 

7. He would not ſtir out of Doors before he had 
poured out his Soul to the Loxn. . 

8. When he eat any Thing, he would be ſure to 
lift up his Heart unto the Lozv for a Bleſſing upon it; 
and when he had moderately refreſhed himſelf by eat- 
ing, he would not forget to acknowledge God's Good- mM 
nels in feeding of him. „ 

He would not lie down in his Bed *uUll he kad 
been upon his Knees; and when {ſometimes he had for- 4 
gotten his Duty, he would quick :ly get out of his Bed. 
and kneeling down upon his bare Knces, aſſe Goo For- 9 
giveneſs for "that Sin. 

10. He would rebuke his Brethren if they were at 
any Time haſty at their Meals, or cat without aſking a 
Blefing. His Check was uſual] 17 this, Dare you do thus? - 
Go be merciful to us; this Bit of Brad might ch? 
US. 


11. His Sentences were wiſe and weighty, and might 
wer become {ome ancient Chriſtian. 

His Sickneſs was lingring: In which one told 
bim 55 Poſleihons that muſt fall to his Portion: And, 
. What are they? ſaid Ee; I had rather have the Kingdom 
of” Heaven, than a theufand juch Iuheritances. 
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13. When he was ſick, he ſeemed well taken up 


with Heaven, and aſked very ſerious Queſtions about 
the Nature of his Soul. 


14. After he was pretty well ſatisfied about that, he | 


enquired how his Soul might be ſaved ? The Anſwer be- 


ing made, „ by the applying of Cur15T's Merits by | 


Faith;“ he was pleated with the Anſwer, and was ready 


to give any one that ſhould deſire it, an Account of his 


Hope. 


15. Being aſced, Whether he had rather live or die? 
He anſwered, I ai fire to die, that I may go to my Savi- 
CUT, 

is. His Pains increaſing, one aſked him, Whether 
he would rather ſtill endure thoſe Pains, or forſake 
CrnRIsT? „ Alas, ſaid he, I know not what to ſay, 
being but a Child; theſe Pains may ſtagger a ſtrong 
Man; but I will endure them the beſt that I can.“ Upon 
this he called to Mind that Martyr Thomas Bilney; who 
being in Priſon, the Night before his burning, put his 
Finger into the Candle, to know how he could endure 
the Fire. O! ſaid the Child, had I lived then, I 
would have run through the Fire to have gone to 
CuRIsT.” 


I 7; Three Days before his Death he told them not 


only that he muſt die, but the Day: No ſooner was 


that Day come, but he fell into a Trance, his Eyes 
were fixed, his Face chearful, his Hands and Arms 
claſped in a Bow, as if he would have receiyed ſome 
bleſſed Angel that were at Hand to receive his Soul. 
When he came to himſelf, he told them how he ſaw 
the ſweeteſt Body that ever Eyes beheld, who bid him, 
be of good Cheer, for he muſt preſently go with Him, 

18. The laſt Words he ſpake, were theſe: « Pray, 
pray, pray, nay, yet pray; and the more Prayers, 
the better, all proſpers: Gop is the beſt Phyſician ; 
into thy Hands I commend my Spirit. O Losp Je- 


1 sus, receive my Soul: Now cloſe mine Eyes: For- 


give me Father, Mother, Brothers, Siſter, all the 
* World. Now I am well, my Pain is almoſt gone, 
my Joy is at Hand. Lonp have Mercy on me. O 
'*Lo&d, receive my Soul unto Thee.“ And thus he 


' yielded his 75 up unto the Lox», when he was 
about twely 


ears old. EX. 
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EXAMPLE v. 
Very poor Child of the Pariſh of Newington- 


Butts, came to the Door of a Friend of mine, 
in a very lamentable Caſe, it pleaſed God to raife in 
the Heart of my Friend, a great Pity and Tenderneſs 
towards him: {o that he took him out of the Streets, 
who had nothing at all to commend him to any one's 
Charity, but his Miſery, My Friend eying the Glory 
of God, diſcharged the Pariſh of the Child, and took 
Him as his own, yet there ſeemed to be little hopes of 
doing good upon him, for he was a very Monſter of 
Wickedneſs, and a thouſand times more miſerable and 
vile by his Sin, than by his Poverty. He was running 
to Hell as ſoon as he could go, and was old in Vice 
when he was young in Years; one ſhall ſcarce hear of 
one ſo like the Devil in his Infancy, as this poor Child 
was. What Sin was there (that his Age was capable of) 
the Corruption of 
his Nature, and the abominable Example of little eg- 
gar boys, he was arrived to a ſtrange Pitch of Impiety, 
He would call Names, take God's Name in vain, 
Curſe and Swear, and do almoſt all Kind of Miſchief; b 
and, 2s to any thing of God, was worſe than an Hea- 2 
then. "= 
2. No ſooner had this good Man taken this Creature 1 
into his Houſe, but he pray'd for him, and labourd 
with all his Might to convince him of his miſerabl 4 
Condition by Nature, and to teach him ſomething 
God, the worth of his own Soul, and that Eternity of 
Glory or Miſery that he was born to. And bleſſed be 
God, it was not long before the LoxD was pleaſed ty 
let him underſtand, that it was Himſelf which put it in- 
to his Heart to take in this Child. The Loks ſoon ſtruck 
in with his Inſtructions, ſo that an amazing Change was 
ſeen. In a few Weeks Space he was convinced of the 
Evil of his Ways; no more calling of Names, Swear- L | 
ing or Curſing; no more ng of the Loxp's Name 
2 in 


N 
1 


ing and Lying, 


re. of his Spirit made him forget the Pai 
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in vain. His Company, his Talk, his 1 
were changed, and he was like another Creature. 

3. And this Change was not only an external one, 
but he would get by himſelf, and weep and mourn bit- 

terly ſor his wicked Life. 

4. He was till more and more broken under a Senſe 
of his undone State by Nature; oft in Tears, and be- 
moaning his loſt and miſerable Condition. When his 
Maſter tpoke of the Things of Gov, he liſtened ear- 
neſtly, and took in with much Greedineſs and Affection 
what he was taught. Seldom was there any Diſcourſe 
about Religion in his Hearing, but he heard it as if it 
were for his Life. 

Thus he continued ſeeking after the Knowledge 
of Gon "till the Sickneſs came into the Houſe, with 
which he was ſmitten. At his firit ſickening, the poor 
Child was greatly amazed and afraid ; and thought his 


Pains were great and the Diſtemper very tedious, yet the 


Senſe of his Sin, and the Thought of the Condition, his 
Soul was ſtill in, made his Trouble ten times greater. 
He. was in grievous Agonies of Spirit, and his, former 


Sins flared him in his Face, and made him tremble. 


The Poiſon of Gop's Arrows did even drink up his 
Spirits ; the Senſe of Sin and Wrath was ſo great, that 


he could not tell what to do. The Weight of Gov's 
. Difpleaſure, and the Thoughts of lying under it to all 
Eternity, did even break him to Pieces, and he cryed 


out bitterly, what ſhould he do? he was a miſerable 
Sinner, and he feared that he ſhould go to Hell: His 


Sins had been ſo great and io many, that there was no 
Hope for him. He was not by far ſo much concerned 
for his Life, as for his Soul, what would become of 
that for ever. 
nothing to that which was in his Soul. 


Now the Plague upon his body ſeemed 


6. He not only cried out of himſelf, for his Swear- 
and other outwardly notorious Sins; 
but was in great Horror for the Sin of his Nature, for 


the Vileneſs of his Heart, and Original Corruption. 


For this he was in io great Anguiih, tät the Trouble 
bf bis Body. 


n 
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were any Hopes for him, and would beg of them to 


5 2CrrisT, but he could not but wonder how CHRIST 
mould oa for ſuch a vile Wretch as he was and he 
| Found i it one of the hardeſt I hings in the World to be- 


ot 
yl 


Hope, that there might be Mercy for him, the Chief 
(Come unto me all ye that are abcary and heavy laden, and 


| "Fall of Praiſe, and admiring of God; ſo that, (to ſpeak 
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He did very particularly confeſs and bewail his, 
" Ah and ſome Sins ſo ſecret, that none in the World 


could charge him with. 
8. He would aſk others, whether they thought there 


deal plainly with him, for he was greatly afraid of be- 
ing deceived. 

9. Being informed how willing and ready the Lozp 
'CirisT was to accept of poor Sinners, and being coun- 
ſelled to venture himſelf upon CuRIST, for Mercy and 
$aly ation, he ſaid he would fain caſt himfelf upon 


alieve. 
10. But at laſt it pleaſed the Lond to give him ſome 


of Sinners; and he was inabled to lay hold upon that, 


I aolll give you Reſt, Nor was it long before he was 


in the Words of one that was an Eye and Ear- Witness) 
the Houſe at that Day, for all the Sickneſs in it, was 


| Fo little lower Heaven, fo full of Joy and Praile. 


> 11. He now grew exceedingly in Knowledge, Ex- 
perience, Patience, Humility, and -Self - abhorreney. 


F e prayed before, but now tne LoD poured out upon {$ 


Khim the Spirit of Prayer in an extraordinary Manner: 
so that now he prayed more frequently, more earnellly, 2 
more ſpiritually than ever. O how 'eagerly would he 

beg to be waſhed in the Blood of J=svs! And that the 

Fri. of Kings, and Loxp of Lords, that was over 

3 Heaven and E arth, would pardon and forgive him all 

Inis Sins, and receive his Soul into his Kingdom. And 

what he ſpoke, was with ſo much Life and Fervour. 

Jof Spirit, that it fill'd the Hearers with Aſtoniſhment 

ap a 


ae 


I "He had no ſmall Senſe of the Uſe and Excel- 


3 of CHR1sT, and ſuch Longings and Breathings of 
his Soul after Him, that when Mention had been made 
of CuxIsTT, he hatt been ready to leap out of his Beds "© 4 


tor Joy. ; 
* Shy + The 
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At which my Friend ipoke to him thus: If thou a. but 


the Lopp diſcovered. his Love to the Child; 
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13. The Vedncſadday before he died, he lay as it were 


in a Trance for about half an Hour, in which Time he 
: When he was out 


thought he ſaw a Viſion of Angels 
of his Trance, he aſged his Nurſe, Why ſhe did not let 
him go? Go, whither, Child? faid ſhe. Why along 
with thoſe brave Gentlemen, ſaid he: But they told 
me they would come and tetch me away upon Friday. 
And he doubled his Words many Times, Upon Friday 
next, thoſe brave Gentlemen will come for me. 

14. He was very thankful to his Mafter, and very 
{ſenſible of his great Kindneſs, in taking him out of the 
Streets when he was a Begging: And he admired the 
Goodnels of Gop, which put it into the Mind of a 

tranger, to look upon ſuch a pitiful Creature as he 
was. O my dear Maſter (ſaid he) I hope to ſee you 
in Heaven, for J am ſure you will go thither. O 


bleited, bleſſed be Gop, that made you to take Pity upon 


me: for I might have died, and have gone to the De- 

vil, and been damn'd for ever, if it had not been {or 
su. 

: 15. The Thurſday before he died, he aſked a Friend 

of mine, what he thought of his Condition, and whi- 

ther his Soul was going? For he ſaid he could not ſtill 

but fear, leſt he ſhould deceive himſelf with falſe Hopes. 


Willing and accept of Him, thou mayeſt have CHRIS T 
and all that thou doſt want with Him. Thou ſayeſt, thou 


art not heartily willing to accept of Him. The Child 
anſwer' d, Indeed I am. Why then, if thou art un- 


feignedly willing to have CHRIST, I tell thee, He is a 


thouſand times more willing to have thee, and waſh 


thee, and ſave thee. And now, at this Time, CurisrT 
offers Himſelf freely to thee again; therefore receive 
Him humbly by Faith into thy Heart, and bid Him 
welcome, for He deſerveth it.” Upon which Words 
and he 
gave a kind of a Leap in his Bed, and ſnapt his Fingers 
and Thumb together with abundance of Joy. And 


af Gop's Love, he continu'd earneſtly praiſing Gov, 
deftring to die and be with CURIST., 


feareſt that Chris will not accept of thee; I fear thou. 


from that Time forward, in full Joy and Aſſurance 


And on Friday. 


0 | a Morn- 
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Morning he ſweetly went to Reſt, uſing that Expreſ- 


48 
>. by dion, Into thy Hunds, Lon, commit my Spirit: Be- 


ing not much above nine Years old. 
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EXAMPLE vi. | 


he 1. J Our SuDLow was Horn of religious Parents in 
be the County of Middle, whole great Care was 
a co inſtill ipiritual Principles into him as ſoon as he was L 
he capable of underitanding them; whoſe Endeavours the ö 
ou Lozp was pleaſed to crown with the deſired Succeſs. > 
0 2. When he was ſcarce able to {peak plain, he ſeem: 
55 ed to have a very great Awe and Reverence of Gop : 
5 upon his Spirit, and a ſtrange Senſe of Things of an- 1 
Is other World. 
3. The firſt Thing that much affected him, and made | 

«4 him endeavour to elcape from the Wrath to come, and 4 
. to enquire wnat he ſhould do to be ſaved, was te 
111 Death of a little Brother. When he ſaw him without ; 
ay Breath, and not able to ſpeak or ſtir; and when carried 0 
1 out of Doors, and put into the Ground, he was greatly 2 
5 concerned, and aſked, Whither he mould die too??? 1 
5 being anſwered, Ves, it made ſach a icep Impreſſion up- 4 
b. | on him, that from that time forward he was exceeding ſe- 4 Y 
ſdd rious; and this was when he was about four Years old. 
a He was now deſirous to know what he might do ic 


þ that he might live in another World, and what avoid, 
mn that he might not die for ever. . And being inſtructed 1 
951 by his Parents, he ſoon labour 4 to avoid whatſoever - i 
might diſpleaſe Gop. Now the Apprehenſions of Gop, J 
| and Death aud Eternity, laid ſuch a Reſtraint upon him, # 
13 that he would not for a World have told a Lye, 1 
1 He was much taken with the Reading of the Book J 
b of Martyrs, and would willingly leave his Dinner to go F 

4 | tO his Book. 5 
6. He went to his Father and Mother with great Ten- 


e 3 
GEE and Compaſſion, and begg'd of them to take Y 
5 more Care of the-Souls of his Brechren and Siſters, aud # 
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take Heed leſt they ſhould go on in a ſinful Chriſtleſs 
State, and go to Hell and be ruined for ever. 

7. The Providences of Gop were not paſſed by with- 
out conſiderable Obſervations by him. 

8. In the Time of the Plague, he was exceedingly 
concern'd about his everlaſting State; and was very 
much by himſelf upon his Knees. This Prayer was 
found written in Short-hand after his Death. 


Loxp Gop and merciful! Father, take Pity upon 

me, a miſerable Sinner; and flrengthen me, O Loxp, 
zn thy Faith, and make me one of thy glorious Saints in 
Heawer. O Lord, keep me from this poiſonous Infefion ; 
however, not my Will, but Thy Will be done. O Logo 
:f Thon haſt appointed me to die by it, fit me for Death, 
and give me a good Heart to bear up under my Aflictions. 
O Load Gov, and merciful Father, take Pity on me, thy 
Child; teach me, O Lord thy Word; make me ſtrong in 
Faith, O Lord I have finned againſt Thee: Lokp, 
pardon my Sins: I had been in Hell long ago, if it hed 
not been for thy Mercy. But, O Log, F Thou haſt ap- 
pointed me to die, fit me for Death, that I may die awith 
Comfort: And, OLogkp, I pray Thee, to help me to bear 
aß under all Afiitions, for CHRIST his Sake, Amen. 


9. He was not a little concerned for the whole Na- 
tion, and begged that Gop would pardon the Sins of 


wag Child was ſmote with the Diſtemper, but he behaved 
= with admirable Patience, under the Hand of Gop. 

140 11. Theſe are ſome of his laſt Expreſſions :—The 
Loxv ſhall be my Phyſician, for He will cure both 
Soul and Body— Heaven is the beſt Hoſpital— f 7s 
the Lord let Him do what ſtemeth good in his Eyes. 
Again— It is the Loxp that taketh away my Health; 
bat I will ſay as Jeb did, Bliſed be the Name of the 
Lond. If I ſhould live longer, I ſhould but fin againſt 
BY Goo. Looking upon his Father, he ſaid, If the Logp 
would but lend me the leaſt Finger of his Hand, to lead 
me me through the dafk Entry of Death, I will rejoice in 
Him. * SY | 
* When 
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12. When a Miniſter came to him, among other 
1 hings, he ſpake ſomewhat of Life. He ſaid, This is 
Fa Wicked World; it is better to live in Heaven-—— 
13. An Hour and an Half before his Death, the ſame 
Miniſter came again to viſit him, and aſked him, Tobn, 
1 Zart not thou afraid to die? He anſwer'd, No, if the 
I.ogp will but comfort me in that Hour, But, ſaid the 
*Z Miniſte, how canſt thou expect Comfort, ſeeing we 
3 deſerve none? He anſwered, No, if I had my Deſerts, 
I had been in Hell long ago. But, reply'd the Miniſter, 
5 Vhica Way doſt thou expect Comfort and Salvation, 
4; {:eing thou art a Sinner? He anſwered, In Cuk sr 
5 alone — in Whom about an Hour and an Half after, 
he tell all 1eep. | 
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1. ABITHA ALDER was the Daughter of a Mini- 
; | ſter in Kent, who lived near Grawe/end, She 
Was inſtructed in the holy Scriptures, by her Father 
and Mother, but there appeared nothing extraordinary 
in her, till ſhe was between ſeven and eight Years old. 
2. About which Time, when ſhe was ſick, one aſk'd 
her, What ſhe thought would become of her, if ſhe 
} ſhould die? She anſwer'd, That ſhe was greatly afraid, 
ſhe ſhould go to Hell. 
3. Being aſked, why ſhe was afraid ſhe ſhould go to 
to kiel? {he anſwered, becauſe ſhe did not love Gop. 

4. Again, being aſk'd how ſhe did know ſhe did not 
love Gop? She replicd, «+ What have I done for Gop 
ever ſince I was born; And beſides this, I have been 
taught, that he that loves Gop, keeps His Command- 
ments; but 1 have kept none of them, all.” 

5. Being further demanded, If ſhe would not fain 
love Gop ? She anſwered, “ Yes, with all her Heart, 
if ſhe could, but ſhe found it a hard Thing to love one 
ſhe did not ſee.” 

6. She was adviſed to beg of Gop a Heart to love 
Him: She anſwered, She was afraid it was too late. 

Upon 


»#z 
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7. Upon this,ſeeing her in ſuch a deſponding con- be 
dition, a Friend of hers ſpent the next day in F avg 
138 and Prayer for her. 
1" 8. After this, that Friend aſk'd her, how ſhe dd AP 
Ii now? She anſwer'd, with a great deal of Joy, That 7 
now ſhe bleſſed the Lonp, ſhe loved the Lorp IEsus 2 
dearly; ſhe felt ſhe did love Him: O faid tae, 1 love 
Him dearly. 3 

9. Why, ſaid her Friend, did you not ſay Yeſterday, 
that you did not love the Loxp, and that you could 
not? „Sure (ſaid ſhe) it was Sa/ a hindred. Rut now 
J love him ; O bleſſed be Gop tor the Lozp Jesvs 
CHRIST.“ 

10. After this, ſhe had a Diſcovery of her approach- 
ing Diſſolution, which was no {ſmall Comfort to her 
Anon (faid ſhe, with a holy Triumph) J ſhall be wi... 
JEsus, I am married to Him, He is my Huſband, I 
am. his Bride; I have given myſelf to Him, and He 
hath given Himſelf to me, and 1 ſhall live with Him 
for ever.” 

11. This Language made the Hearers ſtand aſtoniſh- 
Hp Zed; She continued, in a kind of Extaſy of Joy, admir- 
ing the Excellency of CHRIS, rejoicing in her Intereſt 5 
in Him, and longing to be with Him. > 
182. After a while, ſome of her Friends ſtanding by | 
er. obſerved a more than ordinary Earneſtneſs and Fix- 1 \ 
n in her Countenance; they ſaid one to another, 
Lock how earneſtly ſhe looks, ſure ſhe ſeeth ſomething. I his 
140 Ine aſked, what it was ſhe fixed her Eyes upon | to | 
* fo eagerly? J warrant tank one}: ſhe ſeeth Death a | the 
coming 


4: No, ſaid ſhe, it 1s the Glory: that I ſee, *tis that 
1 5 my Eye upon. 

+35 IR; One aſk'd her, What was the Glory like? She Si, 
3H i - anbiver'd, « I can't ſpeak what, but I am going to it; 
wil vou go with me? Iam going to Glory; O that all JG. 
you Mere to go with me to that Glory!“ "With which 
we 4 her Soul took Wing, and went to the Poſſeſſion 
B 5 of that Glory. She died when ſhe was deten en th 
* 7 nine Years old, Is 
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f . Us ANNA BIicks was born at L:yden in Holland, 

9 Fan. 24, 1650. of religious Parents, whoſe 

, great Care was to inttruct their Chid, and to preſent 

d Wer to the Miniſters of the Place to be publickly in- 

W KRructed. 

'S 2. It pleaſed Gop to bleſs this to her Soul, ſo that 

e had ſoon a true Reliſh ot what ſhe was taught, and 

1- ade an admirable Uſe of it in Time of Need. 

* 3. She was a Child of great Dutifuineis to her Pa- 

-« Tents, and of a very ſweet, humble Nature; and not 

I only the Truth, but the Power and Eminency of Reli- 

le gion did ſhine in her. 

m 4. In the Month of Auguſt, 1664, when the Peſti- 
lence raged in Alland, as ſhe felt herſelf very ill, ſhe 

n- broke forth into theſe Words: If thy Law were not my 

r- Delight, 1 fhou'd periſh in my Afiietion. 

{t 5. Her Father coming to her, ſaid, „Be of good i 
Comfort, my Child, for the Loxp will be near to thee — 

y and us; he will not forſake us though he chaſten us!“ 


x- Vea, Father, ſaid ſhe, our heavenly Father dotg 
r, I chaſten us for our Profit, that we may be Partakers of 1 
g. his Holineſs; no Chaſtiſement ſeemeth for the preſent 5 9 
on to be joyous, but grievous, but afterwards it yieldeth | {AR 
the peaceable Fruits of Righteouſneſs to them, which — 
are exerciſed thereby.“ I 
at 6. After this with her Eyes lift up to 1 eaveh, :the 2 
ſaid, Be merciful to me, O Father, ve merciful eee _ 
AC 8 according to thy Mord. 4 „ 9 
; 7. She was a great Hater of Sin, and aid 8 mR +l 


ill Grief and Self- Abhorrency reflect upon it: E. mat 


ch | which lay moſt upon her Heart, was the Corrupti of; -' 1:1 
Dn | her Nature. Oft would ſhe cry out in the Words | 2 3 
ht | the Pfalmiſt, Brho/d, I was Hapen in lniquity, and, * bw 1 
Sin did my Mot her conceive me. She could never 4528 


herſelf low enough under a Senſe of that Sin which, 
X- Want with her into the World. 


24 4 Token for Children. —=- 


8. That Scripture was much in her Mouth, e Sa- 
erifices of GOD are a contrite Heart; a broken and a con- 
trite Spirit, O Gop, Thou wilt not deſpiſe. «That Bro- 
kennels of Heart, faid ſhe, which is built up and flows, 
from Faith, and that Faith which is built upon CHRIST, 
Who is the proper and alone Sacrifice for Sin.“ | 

9. Then ſhe diſcourſed of the Nature of Faith, and 
deſired that the Eleventh of the. Hebrcaxvs ſhould be read. 
unto her; at the reading of which, ſhe cried out, O 
4 what a ſtedfaſt Faith was that of 4braham, which made 
f him willing to offer up his own and only Son! Faith 
. is indeed the Sub 'fance of Things hoped far, the Evidence 

of Things not ſeen. 

10. Her Father and Mother, hearing her, burſt out 

into Fears; upon which, ſhe pleaded with them to be 
patient under the Hand of Gop. „O! ſaid ſhe, why 
do you weep over me, ſeeing, you have no Reaſon to 
queſtion, but if the Lo RD take me, it ſhall be well with 
me to all Eternity. You ought to be well ſatisfied, ſee- 
ing it is ſaid, Gop 7s in Heaven, and dith = hatfau der 
pleaſeth Him: And do you not pray every Day that the 
Will of Gop may be done upon Earth as it is in Hea- 
ven? Now, Facher, this is Gop's Will, that I ſhould 
lie upon this ſick Bed, and of this Diſeaſe ; ſhall we 
not be content when our Prayers are anſwered? I will, 
as long as I live, pray, that Gop's Will may be done, 
and not mine.“ 

li. © Doth not, ſaid ſhe, the Peſtilence come from 
Gop? Why elſe doth the Scripture ſay, Shall there 
be Ewil in the Cit which { have not ſeut © Does it come 
from the Air? and is not the Loud the Creator and Ru- 
ler of the Air? Or if they ſay, it comes from the Earth, 
hath Hie not the fame Power and Influence upon that 
too? What talk they of a Ship that cane from Hi 
Have ye not read long ago, { will ting a Sand 1 pon 
you and aenge the Quarrel of my Covenant, ard avhen 
you are aſſembled 7 in the Cities, then will 7 FTE 'g the Pe- 
fiilence in the mi dſi of you. 4 

12. After this having taken a little Reſt, ſhe ſaid, # PL 


44 whether in Death or Life a Belicver is CnRIST's, 
. Who hath redeemed us by his own precious Blood from 
the 
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be Power of the Devil; Then whether I live or die, 


am the Lorp's. O why do you afflict yourſelves 


'þ thus! But what ſhall I ſay? With weeping I came into 


the World, and with Weeping I muſt go out again. 
O my dear Parents, better is the Day of my Death than 


the Day of my Birth.“ 

13. She then deſired her Father to pray with her, 
and to requeſt of the Lox p, that ſie might have a quiet 
Paſſage into another World. 

14. Her Father perceiving her to grow very weak, 
ſaid, „I percieve, Child, thou art very weak.” It 
is true, Sir, ſaid ſhe, I feel my Weakneſs increaſed, 
and I fee your Sorrow increaſing too, which is a Piece 
of my Affliction. Be content, I pray you, it is the 
Lord which doth it, and let you and 1 ſay with David, 
Let us fall into the Logp's Hands, for his Mercies are 
great. 

15. She laid a great Charge upon her Parents, not 
to grieve for her aſter her Death, urging that of Da- 
«id; while the Child was ſick, he faſted and wept ; but 
when it died, he waſhed his Face, and fat up and eat, 
and faid, Car I bring him back from Death? I /hall go 
to him, but he ſhall not return to me. 

16. Being very feeble, ſhe ſaid, © O that I might 
quietly fleep in the Boſom of JESUS! and that 'till then 
he would ſtrengthen me! O that he would take me into 
his Arms, as He did thoſe little Ones, where He ſaid, 
Suffer little Children to come unte me, for of ſuch is the 
Kingdom of Heaven: and He too them into his Arms, 
and laid his Hands on them, and bleſſid them. | lie here 
as a Child; O Lok I am thy Child, receive me into 
thy gracious Arms. O Lord, Grace! Grace! and 
not Juſtice! for if thou ſhould enter into Judgment 
with me, I cannot ſtand, yea, none living ſhoutd be juſt 
in thy Sight. 

18. Then ſhe ſaid, „O what is the Life of Man? 
The Days of Man upon the Farth are as the Graſs, and 
as the Flowers of th? Field, fo he flouriſheth: the Wind 


pajjeth over it, and it is gone, and his Place knows him na... 
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Battle and Work be finiſhed.” 


Place for me.“ 
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19. She added, My Life ſhall not continue long. I * 
feel much Weakneſs; O Loxp look upon me graci- and 
ouily, have Pity upon my weak, diſtreſſed Heart. Iam 2. 
oppreſſed, undertake for me, that I may ſtand faſt and 7 Nede 
Overcome. f 75 

20. She was very frequent in ſpiritual Ejaculations, I deſir 
and it was no ſmall Comfort to her, that the Lon dp 2 


not him leave me! O Loap, continue with me 'till my 


21. Soon after ſhe ſaid, © None but Cr1sT! With- > 
out Thee I can do nothing! CnRIST is the true Vine! 
O let me be a Branch of that Vine! What poor Worms |} © 
are we! O dear Father, how lame and halting do we 
go in the Ways of Gop and Salvation? We know |: 
but in Part, but when that which is perfect is come, 
then that which is imperfe& ſhall be done away. O 
that I had attained to that now: But, what are we | 
ourſelves? Not only Weakneſs and Nothingneſs, but 
Wickedneſs. For all the Thoughts and Imaginations 
of Man's Heart are only Evil, and that continually : 
We are, by Nature Children of Wrath, and are con- 
ccived in Sin and born in Unrighteouſneſs. O! this 
wretched and vile Thing, Sin! but Thanks to Gop 
who hath redeemed me from it. O Loxp, take me 
to Thyſelf. Behold, dear Mother, he hath prepared a 


22. Yea, my dear Child, ſaid her Mother, He 
ſhall ſtrengthen you with his holy Spirit, until He hath 
fitted and prepared you fully for that Place which He 
hath prepared for you. 

23. Yea, Mother, replicd ſhe, it is ſaid in the 84th 
Pſalm, How lovely are thy Tabernacter, O Lord of 
Hoſls, my Soul doth thirſt, & longeth for the Courts of 2 
the Lokp; one Day in thy Courts is better than a Thuu- Sen 


faud ; yea, I had rather be a Door-keeper 2 the Houſe of is 
my Gov, than awill in the Tents of the Wicked. Read J V 


that Plalm, dear Mother, wherewith we way comfort alth 
one | Pe: 


— 
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Mone another. As for me, I am more and more ſpent, 
and draw near my laſt Hour. 
i224. Then ſhe quoted 74's Words, I brow that my 
'Redeemer liveth, and that he. fhall Sand at the latter 
End pon the my rth; end theugh after ny Shin, Herms 
g 4410 this Body, yet in my Fb feall 1 1 ce Gop. 
» © . Then ſhe ſaid. Mara nt at this, for the 
5 Tow is coming in <vhich all that are in thur Graves 
a. ſhall hear his Voice, and come forth; thaſt that hade done 
good, unto the Refurredtion of Life. See, Father, I ſhall 
„ riſe in that Day, And then I ſhall behold my Redeemer; 
then ſhall he ſay, Come, ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit 
= the Kingdom prepared for you before the Peginning of the 
&# World. Behold now I live, yet nct I, bat Cn [iy- 
; eth in me; and the Life that I now live in the Flijh, 
is by the Faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and 
4 gave Himſelf for me. I am ſaved, and thet not of my 
elf it is the Gift of Gov, not of Works, that no Man 
 /could boaſt. 
| 26. My dear Parents, now we muſt part, my Speech 
faileth : Pray to the Lord for a quiet Cloſe to my 
Combat. Her Parents replied, «< Ah, dear Child! How 
| ſad is that to us, that we muſt part? She anſwered, | 
| go to Heaven, and there we ſhall find one another again ; 
1 80 to JEsus CHRIST.” 

. Then ſhe comforted herſelf to think of her pre- 
cious Brother and Siſter. « I go to my Brother Faces, 
who did ſo much cry and call upon Gop to the laſt 
Moment of his Breath: and to my little Siſter, who 
was but three Years old when ſhe died: who when we 
aſked her, whether ſhe would die? anſwered, Yes, if it 
be the Logp's Will. I will go to my little Brother, if 
it be the LoRpD's Will, or I will ſtay with my Mother, 
h if it be the Loxp's Will. But I know that I ſhall die, 
of and go to Heaven.” | | 
of 28. After this, her Spirit was refreſhed with the 
„ | Senſe of the Pardon of her Sins, which made her to cry 
of out, © Behold, Gov hath waſhed away my Sins, O 
iq | how do I long to die!” The Loxp is my Shepherd; 
\rt although 1 pals through the Valley of that Shadow of 
ne | Death, I Will not fear, or 20m art with me, thy Rod 
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and thy Staff, comfort me: Shall I not ſuffer, ſeeing 
my glorious Redeemer was pleaſed to ſuffer ſo much 


for me? O how was he mocked and crowned with of 
'Thorns, that he might purchaſe a Crown of Righteoul- 
neſs for us! «+ Muſt I not exalt and bleſs him while I 
have a Being, who hath bought me, even me with his 
Blood? Behold the Lamb of Gon, that taketh away 1. 


the Sins of the World! That Lamb 3 is Jesus CHRIST, 
who hath ſatisfied for my Sins.” ® 
29. My End is now very near, now I ſhall put on fe 
white Raiment, and be cloathed before the Lamb, that wv 
ipotleis Lamb, and with his ſpotleſs Righteouſneſs. 
Now. are the Angels m making ready to carry my Soul 
before the Throne of Gop: Theſe are they who are | 
come out of great Tribulation, who have waſhed their | P 
Robes and made them white in the Blood of the Lamb. tl 
She ſpoke this with a dying Voice, but full of Spirit, g h 


and of the Power of Faith. | 

30. Her lively Aſſurance ſhe further uttered in the Þ << 
Words of the Apoſtle, We know that if this earthly I 
Houſe cf cur Tabernacle be difſelved, aue have one which E N 
zs built of Gor, which is eternal in the Heavens; for Þ fl 
in this wwe ſigh for our Hcuſe, which is in Heaven, that 1 Ef 
We 3129 be chathed therewith, | l. 27 

31. There, Father, you fee that my Body s.this 6 


Tabernacle, which now ſhall be broken down; „„ 
Soul ſhall now part from it, and ſhall be taken up into | J, 


Paradite, into that heavenly Feruſalem. There ſhall I 


| dwell and go no more out, but ſit and ſing, Holy, holy, 


2 

holy is the Lon D Gop of Hoſts, the Lorp of Sabaoth / 1 

Her Jaſt Words were theſe. O Lozp Gov, into thy _ 1 

* Hands I commit my Spirit: O Log, be gracious, | 

* be merciful to me a poor Sinner. — 1 

32. She dicd the firit of Septerrber, 1604, betwixt 

ſeven and eight in the Evening; in the fourteenth Year | } 
of her Age. 

| c 
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EXAMPEE NX. 


' Acos Bicks, the Brother of Sy/anra Bicks, was 

born in Leyden, in the Year 1657. He was viſited 

with Sickneſs, upon the ſixth of {rgu/?, 1664, three or 

four Weeks before his Siſter. In his Diſtemper he was 

very ſleepy till near his Death; but when he did a- 
wake, he was wont ſtill to fall a praying. 

2. Once, when his Parents had prayed with him, 
they aſked him, If they thould once more fend for the 
Phyſician? No, ſaid he, I will have the Doctor no more; 
the Lozp will help me: I know he will take me to 
himſelf. 

2. When hb Parents had prayed with him, he ſaid, 
« Come now, dear Father and Mother, and kiſs me, 


I know that I ſhall die.” Farewel, dear Father and 


Mother; farewel, dear Siſter ; farewel, all. Now 
ſhall I go unto Gop and Jesvs CuR1sT, and the holy 
Angels. Father, know you not what is {aid by Jere- 
miah? Bleſſid is he who trufteth in the Tos. Now I 
truſt in him, and he will bleſs me. And in 1 John 2. 
it ig ſaid, Little Child) en love not the World, for the 
World paſſith awvay.” 


4. Away then all that is in the World; away with. 


all my pleaſant Things in the World; away with my 
Dagger, for, where d go, there is nothing to do with 
Daggers and Swords: Men ſhall not fight there, but 
praiſe Gov. Away with all my Books, there ſtall 1 
learn true Wiſdom, without Books.” 


5. His Father ſaid, « my dear Child, the Lozp wil | 


be near thec, and uphold thee,” 
6. « Vea, Father, (ſaid he) the Apoſtle Petey Gith, 
Goo et the Proud, but he giveth Grace t6: bh 


Humble. 1 humble myſelf under the mighty Hand oc 
+ Gov, and he ſhall help me and left me up.“ 
7, „O my dear Child, ſaid his Father, haſt en ſo ; 


kong a Faith?“ | | 
C3 | 6 Yer 


7 


* 


"A # TFT T7% N - "7 


. aid he, Gop hath given me ſo ſtrong a 
Faith in himfelf, through Jesus CHRIST, that the 
Devil ſha! i, flee from me; for it 1s ſaid, He who belie- 
eth in the Son hath chtrlaſting Life, and be hath over- 
come the FF ie Ont: Now I believe in Jesus CHRIST, 
my Redeemer, and he will not leave nor forſake me, 
but ſhall give unto me eternal Life, and then ſhall L 
ſing, 1:1, 2% Volt, is the Load of Sabacth.” 

9. Then with ch at Word, Loup be merciful to 
me a poor Sinner,“ he quietly breathed out his Soul, 
being about ſeven Years old. 
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EXAMPLE x. 


Oun Harvy was born in Lenden in the Year 

1954; his Father was a Date Merchant; he 

was piouſly educated under his Mo:tncr, and ſoon be- 
gan to hear Divine Things with Delight. 

2. The firſt Thing obſervable in him, was, that 
when he was two Years and eight Months old, he 
could ſpeak as well as other Children do uſually at Eve 
Years old. 

3. His Parents judging, that he was then too young 
to ſend to School, let .him have his Liberty to play 
about their Yard. Put yy of Playing, he found 
out a School of his own Agord near Home, and went 
to the School-Miftreſs, and intreated her to teach him 
to read, and ſo he went for ſome Time to School with- 
out the Knowledge of his Parents, and made a very 
ſtrange Progrets in his Learning, and was able to read 
did kinctly belore moit Children know their Letters. 
| He was wont to aik many ſerious and weighty 
Queſtions about Matters Which concerned his Soul and 

Eternity. 


5. His Mother being greatly troubled upon the 


Death of one of his Uncles, this Child came to his Mo- 


mer, and ſaid, Mother, thong! h my Uncle be dead, 
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Doth not the Scripture ſay he muſt riſe again? Ves, and 
I muſt die, and ſo mult every Body, and it will not be 
long before CuRIsT will come to judge the World, 
and then we ſhall fee one another again; I pray Mocner, 
do not weep ſo much.” He was not then quite five 
Years old; by which her Sorrow for her Brother was tur- 
ned into Admiration, and ſhe was made to ſit filent 
and quiet under that ing f rovidence. 

6. After this his Parents ren :oved to Aberdeen, and 
ſettled their Child under a Schoo!-Matfter there, whole 
Cuſtom was upon the Lokp's Day in the Morning, to 
examine his Scholars, con cerning the >ermons they had 
heard the former 1,08-'s Day, and (o add ſome other 
Queſtions, which might try tae Underitanding and 
Knowledge of his Scholars. The Queition that was 
once propoicd to his Foria was, Whether Gob had a 
Mother? None of the Scholars could anſwer it, 'till it 
came to Vu Hany, who being ated, Whether God 
had a Mother? anſwered, No; as he was Gop, he 
could not have a Mother; but as he was Man he had, 
This was before he was fix Years old. 

7. One Day, ſeeing one of his near Relations come 
into his Father's Houte diſtempered with Drink, he 
went to him, and wept over him, and bciought him 
that he would not: ſo offend Gop, and hazard his 
Soul. | 

8. He was a conſcientious Obſerver of the Lord's 
Day, ſpending all the Time either in ſecret Prayer, rea- 
ding the Scriptures and good Books ; learning his Ca- 


techiſm or hearing of the Word of God. And he was | 


S 


not only careful in the Performance of theſe Duties him- 


ſelf, but was ready to put all that he knew upon a trick 


Obſervation of the Lonv's Day. 
9. He was very humble and modeſt, and hated any 
Thing more than Neceilaries eicher in Cloaths or Diet. 
10. When he perceived either his Brother or Siſter 
pleaſed with their new Cloaths, he would reprove 


their Folly, and when his Reproof ſignified little, he 


would bewail their Vanity. 


11, Once he had a new Suit brought from the Tay- 


lor 5, Which, when he looked on, he found ſome Rib. 
5 bons 
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bons at the Knees, at which he was grieved; aſking 
his Mother, + Whether thoſe Things would keep him 
warm?” No, Child, ſaid his Mother. Why then, 
ſaid he, do you ſuffer them to be put here? You are 
miſtaken if you think ſuch Things pleaſe me: And, I 
doubt, ſome that are better than us, may want the Mo- 
ney that this colt you, to buy them Bread.” 

12. At leiſure Times he was talking to his School- 
fellows about the Things of God, and the Neceſſity of 
a holy Lite: That Text he much ſpoke on to them, 
The Axe is laid to the Root of the Tree, and every Tree 
that bringeth not forth good Fruit, is haun down and coff 
into the Fire. 

13. After this. his Parents removed not far from Lon- 
don, where he continued till the Year fixty- five. He 
was then ſent to the Latin School, where he ſoon made 
a very conſiderable Progrets, and was greatly beloved 
of his Maſter. 'The School was his beleved Place, and 
Learning his Recreation. 

14. He had a Word to fay to every one that he con- 
verſed with, to put them in mind of the Worth of 
CurisrT, and their Souls; and their Nearneſs to Eter- 
nity; infomuch that good People took no ſmall Plea- 
ſure in his Company. 

15. He bewailed the miſerable Condition of the Ge- 
nerality of Mankind, (when he was about ten Years. 
old) that they were utterly eſtranged from Gov. 
& Though they called Him Father, he ſaid, yet they 
were his Children only by Creation, and not by any 
Likeneſs they had to Go, or an Intereſt in Him.” 

16. Thus he continued walking in the Ways of God, 

in Reading, Praying, Hearing the Word of Gop, and 
ſpiritual Piſcourte ; diſcovering thereby his ſerious 
| Tr of Eternity: which ſeemed to {ſwallow up all 


for it, and looked more like one that was ripe for Glory 
11 an Inhabitant of this lower World. 
. When he' was about eleven Years and three 


Plague: Tris eldeſt Siſter was the firſt that was viſited 


other 1 houghts ; ; and he lived in a conſtant Preparation 


* wid ters old, his Mother's Houſe was viſited with thas. 


Me 


PZ with this Diſtemper, and when they were praying for 
her he would ſob and weep bitterly. 

; 18. As ſoon as he perceived his Siſter was dead, he 
3 faid, «© The Will of the Lorp be done: Bleſſed be the 
Lok. Dear Mother, you muſt do as David did; after 
the Child was dead he went and refreſhed himſelf, and 
= quietly ſubmitted to the Will of Gov.” 

5 19. The reſt of the Family held well for ſome Days, 
which Time he ſpent in preparing for Death. Mean 
# Time he wrote ſeveral Meditations upon ſeveral Sub- 
= jects, particularly, upon the Excellency of CRRIST. 
= He was never well but when he was more eons 
engaged in the Service of Gop. 

; 20. At fourteen Days end, he was taken ſick, at 
Which he ſeemed very chearful; though his Pain was 
|... Creat, ; 

21. His Mother, looking upon his Brother, ſhaked 
her Head: At which he aſked if his Brother were 
marked? She anſwered, „Vea, Child.” He aſked 
again, Whether he were marked? She anſwered no- 
thing. Well, ſays he, I know I ſhall be marked: 1 
pray let me have Mr. Baxter's, Book, that I may read 
a little more of Eternity before I go into it.” His Mo- 
ther told him, he was not able to read. He ſaid, Then 
pray by me, and for me. 

22. His Mother aſked him, Whether he were will- 
| ing to die, and leave her? He anſwered, “ Yes I am 
; willing to leave you, and go to my heavenly Father.“ 
7 She anſwered, «Child, if thou hadſt but an Aſſurance 
of Gop's Love, I ſhould not be ſo much troubled.” 
He anſwered, I am aſſured, that my Sins are forgiven, 
and that I ſhall go to Heaven; for, ſaid he, here flood 


| 

8 an Angel by me, that told me, I ſhould quickly be in 
1 Glory.“ 
| | 
/ 


23. At this his Mother burſt ak 1280 Tears. O 
Mother, ſaid he, did you but know: what Joy I feel, 
you would not weep but rejoice. I tell you I am ſo 
full of Comfort, that I can't tell you how I am: O, 
us I ſhall preſently have my Head in my Father's 

ofom, and ſhall be there where the four and rauenly 1 
Elders caſt down their Crowns, and ſing Hallelujah, Glo- I 


Ts 


5 
- 

' * 

5 5 Is 
In "= 
* 7 

* 
_ "8 
ws 
. E +” 
þ * 
KK 
* 

- «4 
CEE 

| ' 

[ : 

*{ 
. 


+» x 
* 
2 
＋ 
* 
"of 
3 
"0 
* * 
* 
' #4 
* 
1* 
{A T2 
, 2 v8 
1 0 
= 4 
T1 
* 
* 
af 
= 


WT — * S 
wn * 


= | 
,. 7 a 2 to 22 that ſius upon the 7 hrone, and 


MT the Lamb for even!“ 
. Upon this his Speech began to fail him, but his 
So was ſtill taken up with Glory, and nothing now 
grieved him but the Sorrow that he ſaw his Mother to 
be in for his Death: A little to divert her, he aſked, 
« What ſhe had to Supper?“ But preſently, in a Kind 
of Rapture he cried out, O what a ſweet Supper have 
I N ready for me in Glory!“ 
But ſeeing all this did rather inerea ſe his Mo- 
Pi Gricf, he aſked her, What ſhe meant thus to of- 
fend Gov? Know you not that it is the Hand of the 
Almighty? Humble yourſelf under the mighty Hand of 
Gop; lay yourſelf in the Duſt, and kiſs the Rod in To- 
ken of your Submiſſion to the Will of Gop.“ Upon 
which, raiſing himſelf a little, He gave a lowly Bow, 


and ſpoke no more; but went to Reſt in the Eoſom of 
Jesvus, 
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